FIRST INTERVIEW

great man's expectations as to the progress in my Depart-
ment,  but  I  knew that the  mighty are often not easily
satisfied.    Lord Mayo, of whom I shall have much to say in
a later chapter, put me at my ease, and dispelled all my
anxiety before I had been in his presence five minutes.   I
still seem to be able to see the look with which he first
greeted me.     It was  dignified  and quiet, but so   amiable
and straight that it removed all apprehension at once.   He
spoke to  me quite freely and easily,  without any of the
stiffness and pomposity sometimes noticed in rulers of lesser
magnitude.     He  commenced by saying that the question
of the cotton-supply was of enormous importance to both
India and England, and that he was prepared to give to it all
necessary attention.    He added that he had read my mem-
orandum  of progress  and statement of requirements,  and
that he had received favourable reports of what I had done;
and that so long as I kept up to the mark I might rely on
his personal support.    He said he gathered that the most
pressing of the works recommended by me was the short
line of railway from the great cotton market of Khangaon
to the main line of the G.LP. Railway.    I was to see the
Secretary in the Public Works Department (the late General
Sir Richard Strachey}, who had already placed the matter
before   the   Government;   I   should   talk  the   affair   over
with him, and attend with the Secretary the next after-
noon to receive the final orders of the Viceroy.    I went
away relieved and much satisfied, and quite delighted with
the great man of whom later I was to see so much, and to
whom I was to be indebted for such constant kindness aai
support.    I found that Colonel Strachey had quite accepted
my recommendations, and that a scheme was all cut and
dried for my little cotton railway, the first of the State
Railways of the Government of India.   The next afterncxjti
I accompanied Colonel Strachey, with much, less'misgrrfug,:
to my second audience with the Viceroy*   Lord Mayo went
through the chief points, and then, to my utter astoaishnsem,%,
amoiiaced that, after consulting the. Secretary, be
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